The Spirit of Infirmity


2Ti 1:7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of 
love, and of a sound mind. 

This spirit of fear comes from the Greek word deilia. It is fear that is caused by the intimidation of the adversary.  It produces torment because it is associated with accusation and punishment that comes when one does not measure up to a set of standards that are impossible to measure up to.


1Jn 4:18  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: Because fear has torment.  He that feareth is not made perfect in love.

There is no torment associated with perfect love, or in other words, God’s kind of love.  Torment is a sense of heaviness that is caused by the imposition of unreasonable burdens that can not be relieved.


1Pe 1:17  And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: 


1Pe 1:18  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 


1Pe 1:19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 
God is not a respecter of persons.  We were redeemed with the blood


of the perfect lamb of God that is incorruptible.  It does not depend on what we do.  But, if you believe that God judges you according to your works, you had better walk in fear!

Luke 13:1-5 mentions two different occasions where a tragedy came upon people and they died.  Luke says if you believe that they died because they were sinners above all, then you will perish in the same manner.  In other words, if you believe that these things happened to these people because of their ability to keep the law, you had better be afraid because no one is justified according to their works.  You can expect the same end.

Luke 15:11-13 There was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity{weakness in body or mind}. 


A spirit of infirmity is based on the spirit of fear.  It has conditions that have been attached to it that make it impossible for one to overcome and it produces bondage.  This woman had tried unsuccessfully for eighteen years to overcome the infirmity.  


Jesus healed her.  Her healing was based on what he did for her, not what she did for him. 


Luke 13:14-15  The Pharisees tried to lay a condition on her healing.  They tried to negate what Jesus had done by referring her back to the law.  “It is not lawful for you to be healed on the Sabbath!” 

It is the enemy that makes us believe that our healing is conditional.  He negates what Jesus has done by referring us back to the law.  He lays heavy burdens on our shoulders that can not be lifted because he attaches both the sickness and the healing of it to our works.  If you had been pleasing to God, this sickness would not have come upon you.  Unless you satisfy God’s demands and requirements, you will not be healed.  

Luk 13:16  And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day? 


Luk 13:17  And when he had said these things, all his adversaries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by him. 

We were not redeemed with corruptible things that come by the works of mans hands.  We were redeemed with the precious blood of Christ that was incorruptible.  Our well being and right standing with God depend on what He has done for us, not what we do or what we have done for Him.


Luke 13:6-9 Jesus spoke a parable in reference to verses 1-5.  He said a man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard and he came looking for fruit.  When he found none, he said cut it down.  The gardener came and said, let me tend to it.  Give it a chance.  In other words, he took on the responsibility of tending to the plant in such a manner that it would produce fruit.  That is the way that God takes care of us.


When the enemy tries to lay a heavy burden on you by pointing to your works, remember that your ability to bear fruit depends upon the work of the husbandman. John 15:1-5 


Joh 15:2  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 

When we read this verse, we often associate the branch not bearing fruit with our works.  We immediately begin to think about what we must do in order to bear fruit because if we don’t, our branch may be chopped off and it will certainly be painful. 


That is not what it is saying at all.  The term  “taketh away”  in Greek means to “lift up” or “expiate.”  The Greek term for “purge” also means “to expiate.”  The definition for expiate is to make atonement for.  In other words, Jesus made atonement for us.  He provided everything that we need in order to bear fruit.  It is the work of the husbandman or gardener that brings forth fruit, not the work of the branch.

Now, we can directly relate that to the woman that had the infirmity for eighteen years.


Luk 13:11  And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself. 
The scripture says she “could in no wise lift up herself.”  She did not have the ability through her efforts to solve the problem.  It is Jesus who “{expiates} lifts up or takes away” our weaknesses through the atonement he made for us.  
Don’t let the enemy negate what Jesus has done for you by referring you back to the works of the law!  What He has done for you is incorruptible!  
